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A new book, Life Without Money: Building Fair and 
Sustainable Economies, offers a new response to the failing 
money-based global economy. 
 

The ten contributors to Life Without Money argue that we need to dispense with monetary 
values and relationships — yes, money per se — in order to manage our world on the basis of 
humane and natural values. These arguments challenge the current climate change policy 
debates that focus on market-based strategies (a carbon tax or a carbon-trading system?) and 
the increasing tendency to put a price on environmental factors in an effort to save them. 

The book brings together diverse voices with strong arguments against our money-based 
system’s ability to improve lives and prevent environmental disaster. It provides a strategy for 
undercutting capitalism by refusing to deal in money, and offers money-free models of 
governance and collective sufficiency. 

Life Without Money is written by high-profile activist scholars, including Harry Cleaver, Ariel 
Salleh and John O’Neill, and is an inspiring manifesto for those who want to take action. 
Lead editor Anitra Nelson, Associate Professor of RMIT University (Australia), is an expert 
on Marx’s theory of money (Marx’s Concept of Money: the God of Commodities, 1999) and 
community-based sustainability (editor of Steering Sustainability in an Urbanizing World: 
Policy, Practice and Performance, 2007). Co-editor Frans Timmerman has been a socialist 
faction leader in the Australian Labor Party for decades and a political adviser and 
speechwriter for several members of parliament. He has been associated with publishing since 
1970 – as a journalist, academic and scientific editor, and bookseller. 
Overland editor Jeff Sparrow (Victoria University) will launch the book in Readings Carlton, 
and Greens ex-communist Jack Mundey will launch it in gleebooks Dulwich Hill. For more 
information, see: <www.lifewithoutmoney.info>, with background and links useful for 
academics and journalists. 
 

‘The collapse of capitalism will also be an end to money as the prime regulator of society— an 
eventuality both hard to imagine and necessary to understand. Anitra Nelson and Frans Timmerman 
have assembled an indispensable collection for those who are bold enough to explore this dramatic 
prospect. Life Without Money is an essential guidebook for the great debate now unfolding and 
around which our hopes for a worthwhile future unfold.’ — JOEL KOVEL, author of Enemy of 
Nature (2002; 2007) and Overcoming Zionism (Pluto Press, 2007) 
 
‘A timely contribution to an under-researched and under-reported area of economics: the theory of 
money and proposals for alternatives to the globalised capitalist financial system. I would 
recommend it to anyone interested in finding ways to develop an economy that functions without 
money.’ — MOLLY SCOTT CATO, Reader in Green Economics, Cardiff School of Management 
 
 

To arrange media interviews and speaking engagements, contact Anitra Nelson: 
compact@aapt.net.au; 0426 766 755 


